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Alice Walker was an amazing writer with many influences. Her primary one though is Zora Neale Hurston. Zora Neale Hurston was an amazing author who has her own specific writing style. Alice Walker has many differences in terms of writing styles than Hurston. At the same time, Alice Walker uses many of the same techniques and themes as Hurston. 
Zora Neale Hurston was a great author who had her own unique writing style. Hurston uses many biblical allusions in her texts (Exploring Hurston’s Style). She uses many Virgin Mary remarks; however they are not that concrete (Exploring Hurston’s Style). She also has a tendency to imitate the southern black slang in her texts while using dialect and interaction with people (Modernity on Hurston). She describes everything vividly and uses the personification technique to make the readers visualize her stories (Intersections: Crafting a Voice). Hurston also had other distinct writing tendencies that are often emulated by other authors as well.

Alice Walker, disregarding the tendencies she gets from Hurston, also has her own specific writing style.  Walker has a recurring theme of women overcoming some sort of struggle at the hands of men (Mules and Men). It almost seems like she is a Feminist extremist and is in a way against men. She has themes of men beating their wives, degrading them, or just plain sexism aimed at women. She has even been criticized publicly for her portrayal of men. Walker also likes to get her stories across by the use of flashbacks to make the reader understand what is going on in the story more thoroughly (Analysis of Alice Walker). Alice Walker also uses intense description of events and characters in her stories (Writing Style of Alice Walker). She not only makes you visualize it she makes it seem as if you are right inside the story.
Alice Walker and Zora Neale Hurston went through many similar things throughout their lives. Both Walker and Hurston contemplated suicide at one time or another in their lives (Mules and Men & Zora Neale Hurston: Interview). Hurston’s case was after a child molestation charge, and Walker’s case was finding out she was pregnant and not knowing a way to tell her parents. Alice Walker and Zora Neale Hurston were both raised in the south (Alice Walker). Zora in Florida and Walker in Georgia. They both also attended largely black colleges (Exploring Hurston’s Style & Writing Style of Alice Walker). Hurston went to Howard which is 79% black, and Walker went to Spellman College which is 79% black as well. This may have a lot to do with the similarities of their writing styles.
Many similarities occur in the writings of Zora Neale Hurston and Alice Walker. They both base a large number of their stories on black pride (Analysis of Walker & Exploring Hurston’s Style). The overall messages of their texts have something to do with black pride in one way or another. At the same time, they both have women as their main characters and topics (Modernity on Hurston & Writing Style of Walker). As with many of the African American writers, both of there stories have some sort of struggle to overcome (Analysis of Walker & Exploring Hurston’s Style). The main recurring theme of both of their texts deals with either sexism or racism and often both. Alice Walker has the same set of mind as Zora as in the message she wants to get across.

Alice Walker motivated people to find Hurston’s work and even found her unmarked grave. Walker published a set of essays and texts about her finding the grave of Hurston (Alice Walker). When Hurston died she was basically forgotten, and her work was put out of print. She was even buried in an unmarked grave destined to be forgotten forever if it hadn’t been for Walker (Intersection: Crafting a Voice). Walker also had some help from Robert Hemenway, who is the chancellor for the University of Kansas (Mules and Men). Together they found her grave, brought her work back to the table, and made her an admired author once again. Zora Neale Hurston’s work probably would have stayed out of print and unrecognized for much longer than it did if it weren’t for Walker. I’m sure that her work would have came out sooner or later because that caliber of an author wouldn’t have been just forgotten and left out forever.

Zora Neale Hurston influenced many aspects of Alice Walker’s life.        They both went through many similar phases throughout their lives. They both have very similar writing styles, but also have their own unique traits. Alice Walker’s writing style and outlook on life would be different if it weren’t for Zora Neale Hurston. 
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